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VIBURNUMS 


HE beauty and interest of many a shrub border is greatly en- 

hanced by viburnums. These plants are most serviceable, and 
every outstanding shrub garden should include at least a few in one 
place or another. A good selection of viburnums will provide interest 
in the garden during the whole year, since several are valued for their 
flowers in the spring, others are valued for their good foliage, and 
some for their summer fruits. In autumn many are outstanding when 
covered with bright colored berries, while most of the Viburnum spe- 
cies have good autumn coloration. In some species the fruit remains 
attached throughout the winter. 

Thus the viburnums are a group of plants that add interest to the 
garden throughout the year. Some are common in cultivation while 
others are still rare. The Arboretum collection contains about seventy 
species and varieties. ‘These include most of the hardy species and 


varieties available in nurseries in this country, together with some 


rare types that are not generally available; some of these are of 


botanical interest but have little ornamental value. Supplementing 


those species hardy in New England are a considerable number of 


species that will thrive only under more favorable climatic conditions 
farther south. 

Sometimes, in considering a large group of plants such as the vibur- 
nums, the gardener is apt to lose sight of the wide ornamental possi- 
bilities available by a careful selection of species within a single genus. 
This Bulletin is devoted entirely to a consideration of the viburnums 
that are hardy in the north. It is hoped that the following data may 
increase interest in this group of plants and lead to a fuller apprecia- 


tion of the horticultural possibilities of certain species. 
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-Viburnums for Flower o 


The first viburnum to bloom in the Arnold ieveter aun is Viburnum 
Sragrans. Ordinarily, one or two fluwers in a cluster start to open early 
in March, the remaining flowers finally opening in April. Since this 
species blooms so early in the season, the flowers are often killed by 
late frosts. Sometimes the flower buds themselves are partly frozen, 
so that the inflorescences have a blasted appearance when open. Con- 
sequently, Viburnum fragrans is not of great value in New England 
although the flowers are very fragrant and certain of the plants have 
a picturesque upright habit of growth. Farther south, where the pos- 
sibility of winter injury is less, it is more valuable from a landscape 
point of view. 

The second viburnum to bloom is /’. Carlesiz. It forms a round, 
broad bush and usually starts to bloom about the last week in April. 
By the early part of May it is in full bloom. Because of its time of 
flowering, it is not often injured, and is therefore considerably better 
for garden use than is lV’. fragrans. It, too, is very fragrant, and its 
small white flowers (pink in bud) are very similar in size and shape 
to those of our native mayflower or trailing arbutus. V2burnwn bitch- 
iuense is a third representative of this group with fragrant flowers. The 
young plants are very difficult to distinguish from V’. Carlesii, but as 
the plant grows older it becomes considerably more loose and open 
in growth habit, and consequently is not as valuable for landscape 
planting as is /.Carlesti. Unfortunately various American nurserymen 
ordering seed of V.Carlesit from Japan have received seed of V. bitch- 
vuense. Because of the similarity of the young plants, it is often very 
difficult to correct the error. 

Two other viburnums are valued for their large, sterile flower clus- 
ters and are commonly called the snowballs. The first, . Opulus roseum 
(V.Opulus sterile in the trade) is too common in our gardens. It is the 
taller growing of the two and the large sterile flowers are borne in 
round masses of about the same size as those of the ordinary snowball. 
Unfortunately the leaves, young shoots, and flower clusters are sub- 
ject to severe infestations of plant lice which materially disfigure all 
parts of the plant. For this reason, it should not be planted. By far 
the better of the two, and a form which is not susceptible to infesta- 
tion by plant lice, is the Japanese snowball, V.tomentosum sterile (V. 
tomentosum plicatum), It is not quite as hardy as the common snowball, 
being killed to the ground as far south as Philadelphia during the se- 
vere winter of 1933-34, (though certain individual plants survived 
without injury) but in normal winters it is perfectly hardy in New 
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England. Besides having large flower clusters, its branches are hori- 
zontal, like those of V’.tomentosum, giving the plant a unique layered 
appearance, particularly in the winter when the branches are bare. 
A third snowball, V’.macrocephalum sterile or the Chinese snowball, is 
not hardy in the north, but in the south it is very popular for its large 
round clusters of flowers. 

The rest of the viburnums have large flat clusters of flowers, the 
flowers themselves being very small and creamy white in appearance, 
very similar to those of Queen Anne’s lace or wild carrot. There are 
a few species, like ’. Sargenti, which have a few conspicuous sterile 
flowers on the outside of the cluster, making them slightly more con- 
spicuous than the others. These viburnums are valued for their small 
flowers. It is true that /’.dentatum, V.dilatatum and V.pubescens Canbyi 
are outstanding when in full bloom because there is always a wealth 
ot fower clusters almost covering the plant, but other than the few 
species mentioned above most of the viburnums cannot be considered 
as having conspicuously beautiful flowers. Most of them bloom during 


May and June. 


Viburnums for Fruit 


The majority of the viburnums, with the exception of the double- 
Howered varieties and a few others, have bright colored fruits. They 
range in color from yellow to red to blue and black with varying in- 
termediate shades. Asa group, the viburnums are valued for their 
fruits more than for any other reason, and a careful selection of them 


should insure very colorful spots in the garden from late summer until 


far into the winter. Some of the fruits are simply black like those of 


V .acerifolium. These are not particularly conspicuous, but nevertheless 
are very attractive to the birds. The fruits of some others, like those 
of V. Sieboldi, are eventually black, but before maturity they are a 
brilliant red. Since they remain on the shrub for some time while 
they are so colored, they lend much interest to the plant in the late 
summer and fall. Enough cannot be said about the good landseape 
possibilities of ’. Steboldii, since it is not only excellent from the stand- 
point of bright colored fruits and tall often tree-like habit, but it is 
also a splendid foliage plant. Even after the fruits have fallen, the 
bright red-colored fruit stalks remain on the plant a long time, lend- 
ing considerable color to the plant until late in the fall. 

Other viburnums, like V’.cassinoides and V’. Lentago, have most in- 
teresting fruits, since they change in color from green to pink and red 


to dark blue. Often several of these colors are evident on the same 
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PLATE XVIII 


Viburnum dilatatum xanthocarpum, one of the rare yellow-fruited viburnums. 


cluster or even on the same berry. Such a characteristic gives the 
plant great interest in the fall. 

Certain viburnums like V’. Opulus and V. trilobum (V. americanum ) 
keep their fruits a greater part of the winter, providing there are not 
too many birds in the vicinity. Others, like V’. fragrans, ripen early 
in the summer, but as these are soon eaten by the birds the color 
characters of the fruit cannot be counted upon to be of any landscape 
importance. 

Yellow-fruited Varieties 


Although most of the viburnums have red or blue fruits, some are 
yellow at maturity, and it is these that are worthy of more general 
cultivation. They should not be used in place of the red-fruited forms, 
but in conjunction with them. There are at least three, all of which 
are growing in the Arnold Arboretum but none ef which are listed by 
American nurserymen, namely: V’. dilatatum xanthocarpum, V.. Opulus 
vanthocarpum, and V. Sargenti flavum. One other, V. setigerum auran- 
tiacum, has good orange-red fruits rather than yellow ones. This plant 
should also be grown. Since the autumn color of the foliage of each 
species is dark red, the yellow fruits show off to excellent advantage 
after the foliage has turned color in the fall. A planting of consider- 
able autumn interest might be made by using two plants of the red- 
fruited V’.dilatatum back of a single yellow-fruited variety. The growing 
of these yellow-fruited forms cannot be recommended too highly, both 
for nurserymen and gardeners themselves. Some growers take the 
misguided view that since there is no demand for certain rare plants, 
such plants have no sales value. This certainly should not be true of 
the yellow-fruited viburnums, for once they have become known to 
the public, there is no reason why they will not be even more popular 
than are the red-fruiting forms. 

Landscape Uses 

As a group, the viburnums are vigorous growing shrubs which enjoy 
a good sunny location and can be used either in mass plantings or as 
specimens. As a specimen foliage plant, there is probably nothing 
nicer than Vl’, Steboldii with its dark green leaves and its masses of 
billowy foliage. The exotic viburnums, particularly, are used as speci- 
mens, while the native ones are used considerably in naturalistic plant- 
ings. Viburnum acerifolium and V. alnifolium are two plants which grow 
better in the cool shade of the woods than they do in the open sun. 
Viburnum pubescens Canbyi also is excellent for naturalistic planting. 
Asa general rule the other species like sunny locations, and when so 
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situated they will flower and fruit much better than if grown in contin- 
ual shade. 

In the fall,the predominating autumn color of the entire group is red. 
Some, like V. prunifolium, are a brilliant red, while others like V’. dil- 
atatum are a dull red. Viburnum acerifolium has almost a purple autumn 
color and is probably one of the few members of the group showing 
no shade of red in the fall. In order to get the best color effects from 
the foliage in the fall, most of the viburnums should be grown in the 
full sun, particularly in situations where they are exposed to the warm 
sun in the late afternoons of September and October. 

The species differ considerably in the mature height to which they 
grow. Viburnum prunifolium has a single trunk and is considered a small 
tree; V. Lentago sometimes grows into a small tree. The dwarf variety 
of the cranberrybush, /’. Opulus nanum, never gets over 18 inches tall, 
and is splendid for low rock plantings or for formal edging material 
around small low gardens. Other species range in height between 
these two extremes. The chart gives the approximate height of the 
various species, as they are used in landscape plantings. 


Tender Viburnums 


In the south there are several outstanding viburnums that are high- 
ly valued for garden use. These would include the evergreen V. ja- 
ponicum, V. odoratissimum, V. tinus, and several of its varieties, I’. 
rhytidophyllum, V. suspensum, V. macrocephalum, and V. Burkwoodii. 
Viburnum Burkwoodii has only recently been introduced into the coun- 
try, but midwestern nurserymen are now growing it in quantity. It is 
a cross between /V. utile and V’. Carlesii. In a protected place in the 
Arboretum it withstood the severe winter of 1933-34 in splendid con- 
dition, but it cannot be grown in the open in New England. South of 
Philadelphia it is reliably hardy and is fast becoming a favorite for its 
lustrous green foliage and pretty flowers. It is not as dense and com- 
pact in its growth habit as grafted plants of VY. Carlesiz. 

Donatp Wyman 
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Date of Native of 
introduction 
into U.S. 
V.acerifolium UES: 
V.afine hypomalacum WES: 
V.alnifolium WES: 
V.bitchiuense 1911? Japan 
V.Burkwoodii 1924 V.utile V.Carlesii in England 
V.Carlesii 1902 Korea 
V.cassinoides WES: 
V.dentatum WES: 
V.dilatatum about 1865 Japan & China 
V.dilatatum xanthocarpum 1919 OxricosWeES: 
V.fragrans 1915 China 
V. Lantana prior to 1828 Europe & W. Asia 
V. Lentago Wess 
V.Opulus prior to 1790 Europe and N. Africa 
V.Opulus nanum prior to 1880 Orig. in Europe before 1845 
V.Opulus roseum prior to 1771 Cult. in Europe 
(V.Opulus sterile) 

V.Opulus xanthoecarpum about 1898 Orig.in Europe prior to 1840 
V.prunifolium Weise 
V.pubescens Canbyi Was: 
V.rhytidophyllum 1908 China 
V.Sargenti 1892 N.W. Asia 
V.Sargenti flavum 1904 Orig. in U:S; 
V.setigerum (V.theiferum) 1901 China 
V.setigerum aurantiacum 1908 Origen insWUeS: 
V.Sieboldii about 1880 Japan 
V.tomentosum about 1865 Japan & China 
\ 


’.tomentosum sterile 

(V.tomentosum plicatum) 
V.trilobum (V.americanum) 
V.Wrightii 
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Sources for rare woody plants. In connection with some other 
work, the Arboretum has just completed checking some 1200 nursery 
catalogues for rare woody plants. If you have difficulty in locating 
sourees for such rare woody plants, write to the Arboretum, and it 
may be that a source can be located for you. 


Note. Arrangements have been made with Mr. Richard Archbold, 
leader of the Archbold Expeditions to New Guinea, whereby the 
specimens collected by Mr. L. J. Brass, the Expedition Botanist, will 
be identified under the auspices of the Arnold Arboretum. Mr. Arch- 
bold is about to leave this country on his third trip to New Guinea 
under the auspices of the American Museum of Natural History and 
expects to be in the field for about one year. 


These Bulletins will now be discontinued until the spring of next 
year. 


Subscription renewals for 1938 are now due. Send the subscrip- 
tion price of $1.00 to the Bulletin of Popular Information, Arnold 
Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Mass., at your early convenience. 
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Synonyms are in #talic; illustrations in bold face type. 
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— viscosa, 24 
Azaleas, 17-24, 28 
—, Ghent, 23, 32 
—, “‘Mollis’’ hybrids, 23, 32 
—, Order of bloom, 18 
Barberries, 25, 26 
—, Hybridization, 70 
— immune or highly resistant 
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St 12 
Barberry eradication, History 
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~, Cooperative program, 58-60 
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Beech, 32 
Berberis, 57-72 
—, Deciduous species, 60-66 
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-, Immune types, 59, 60 
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- Potanini, 60, 66 —>,, Pruning. .5:2 
— sanguinea, 60, 68 —, Soil and situation, 50, 52 
— Sargentiana, 60, 67 —, Texensis hybrids, 46, 52 
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- Thunbergii, 59-62 —, Twenty best large-flowered 
-— erecta, 59, 62 hybrids obtainable in this 
- -— Maximowiczii, 59, 62 country, 56 
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— erecta, 62 ~—— for the northeastern states, 
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—- triacanthophora, 60, 67 — alba, 44 
— verruculosa, 60, 68 — alpina, 42, 44, 52 
ST VUISALIS oS mOeen Tal — — sibirica, 44 
Bibliography of Eastern Asiatic — apiifolia, 43 
Botany, 72 — aromatica, 44 
Bussey Hill, 25-28 — Baldwinii, 42 
Plate VI, 27 — **Belle of Woking’’, 
Callicarpas, 25 Plate XI, 51 
Cherries, Flowering, 26 ~—— brevicaudata, 43 
-, Japanese, 9-12 — erispa, 43 
—— =" JAX OM, ILO — — eylindrica, 43 
Cherry, Higan, 12 ~~ Davidiana, 44 
= Sangent, 9) 10.2 — Douglasii, 44 
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— Durandii; 44 ~~ ““W.E.Gladstone’’, 
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— — undulata, 44 —avallecatasms 
— paniculata, 43 —— viridissima, 1, 3, 4 
patens, 41, 44 Plate 1, 5 
— Pitcheri, 43 a koreana, 3 
-recta grandiflora, 44 Forsythias, 1-6 
Scottii, 44 ==, Hardiness, «2 
- Sieboldii, 41 —, Key to (After Rehder’s 
-tangutica, 44, 54 Manual), 4 
—-~—— obtusiuscula, 44 —=, Panay, & 
— troutbeckiana, 43 Fothergilla, 25 
versicolor, 43 Honeysuckles, 25, 26 
verticillaris, 42, 43 Hydrangeas, 25 
vitalba, 42 Iberis sempervirens, 30 
— Viticella, 44 Tenoreana, 30 
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